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The city of Las Vegas has become the first 
government agency in Nevada to process land 
use entitlements via the internet. The city is now 

able to accept, process and review land-use applications 
and plans online, greatly streamlining the development 
process to include General Plan Amendments, rezoning 
requests, site plan reviews, variances, special use permits 
and more. 

Residents, engineers and architects will now be able to 
go through the entire zoning process from their computer, 
rather than driving to the Development Services Center 
located at 333 N. Rancho Drive. Customers will no longer 
have to submit multiple sets of plans, saving them time 
and money. Plans and applications can now be processed 
immediately, allowing for simultaneous reviews among 
departments and speeding the review process.

For those who don’t have the capability of scanning 
their documents at home, the city will offer a kiosk at the 
Development Services Center where customers can scan 
their plans and submit them electronically.

It is estimated that for one land use application, the 
new system will save customers:

 ♦ 104 miles in trips to the Development Services Center

 ♦ 8.68 gallons of gas for those trips

 ♦ Five pounds of carbon monoxide

 ♦ 213 pounds of paper

When multiplied by an average of 700 cases per year, 
a savings of: 

 ♦ 72,800 miles in trips to the Development Services 
Center

 ♦ 6,076 gallons of gas for those trips

 ♦ 3,500 pounds of carbon monoxide

 ♦ 149,100 pounds of paper or 185 trees per year saving

In the future, the city of Las Vegas will be able to 
accept all development processes by CLVEPlan, including 
building permits, civil permits, final maps and parcel 
maps. This will greatly expand the savings to customers 
in time and money. 
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Food Access Policy Guide Adopted

The City Council has established a 
"Safe and Healthy City" as a priority 
and has stated that expanded access 

to healthy food is an essential component of 
neighborhoods. As a first step in addressing 
this issue, the Department of Planning 
brought forward a resolution which commits 
the city to increasing access to healthy food. 
As part of that resolution, the City Council 
also adopted the Food Access Policy and 
Planning Guide. The guide is intended to act 
as a broad set of overarching policies that have 
direct linkages with, and provide direction 
to, future updates of the 2020 Master Plan, 
the city of Las Vegas Unified Development 
Code, and other plans, codes and regulations.

The term “food desert” is increasingly 
being used to describe areas that have 
limited access to healthy food, typically 
in the form of a supermarket. In 2012, the 
Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future 
(CLF) suggested that any definition of a 
food desert consider the following factors: 
distance to a supermarket, low-income areas 
and lack of access to a vehicle. Based on 
those factors, the Department of Planning 
created a methodology which defined a food 
desert as an area where the distance to a 
supermarket is more than a quarter mile, 
the median household income is at or below 
185 percent of the Federal Poverty Level, and 

more than 20 percent of households have no 
vehicle available. Using that methodology, 
the Department of Planning determined 
that 42,708 city residents (7.2 percent of the 
population) live within areas which can be 
considered “food deserts.” For discussion 
and recommendation purposes, the Planning 
Department staff grouped and mapped these 
areas into five distinct smaller areas, which 
are depicted within the Food Access Policy 
and Planning Guide. Once the areas were 
identified, the next step was to review the 
characteristics of those areas and determine 
the opportunities for, and barriers to, healthy 
food access. From that review, staff prepared a 
series of policies and implementation actions 
that will be incorporated into the city’s 
Capital Improvement Plan.

In addition to policies tailored to the 
identified food deserts, the Policy and 
Planning Guide also includes objectives 
intended to increase healthy food citywide. 
As part of these objectives, the Department 
of Planning will review city codes and 
regulations in an effort to remove barriers 
to the operation of Community gardens and 
farmers markets. Additionally, convenience 
stores will be encouraged to offer healthy food 
alternatives, possibly as part of a program 
operated in conjunction with the Southern 
Nevada Health District.

http://http://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/Government/planning.htm
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Text Amendments Adopted For FY 2012-2013

In the past fiscal year, the Department of Planning 
prepared 21 text amendments for Planning 
Commission recommendation and City Council 

consideration related to Planning (i.e. Unified 
Development Code and the city’s special area plans) and 
eight text amendments for City Council consideration 
related to Business Licensing (i.e. Business Taxes, 
Licenses and Regulations code). Combined, these text 
amendments resulted in 26 ordinances adopted by the 
City Council.

The adopted Planning amendments broke down as 
follows:

♦ Changes specific to Title 19, the Unified Development 
Code (UDC), include:

 • the consolidation of several animal related uses;

 • updates to provisions for wireless communication 
facilities and handicap parking calculations to 
comply with recent changes in Federal regulations 
and standards;

 • the addition of provisions to allow entitlement 
related applications and documents to be submitted 
electronically;

 • streamlining of the Downtown Design Review 
Committee approval process for downtown signage 
reviews; and

 • introduced standards for “supergraphic” signage 
within the DCP-O (Downtown Centennial Plan 
Overlay) District

♦ The Las Vegas Medical District Plan was revised to add 
provisions for the business school use to help further 
the mission of allied medical education within the 
plan area; and

♦ The Downtown Centennial Plan was revised to expand 
the plan boundaries and include a new district, the 
Industrial Corridor District, and to provide provisions 
for temporary parking lots within the plan area for 
sites that anticipate development at a later time.

The adopted Business Licensing amendments involved 
changes to a number of licensing categories and regulations 
as follows:

♦ Civil penalties were introduced for licensing violations 
in lieu of misdemeanor criminal proceedings.

♦ Provisions for mobile food vending were revamped 
with the help of a stakeholder group to provide 
guidance to licensees and to establish a pilot program 
in partnership with Parking Enforcement and Public 
Works, which provides designated spaces in various 
downtown locations for licensees to operate.

♦ Reauthorized the waiver of origination fees for 
another year for Tavern-Limited and Urban Lounge 
licenses within certain downtown districts. Also, 
expanded the districts downtown where a Tavern-
Limited license is available.

♦ Separated out and streamlined requirements 
for financial and suitability review required for 
privileged licenses. Revised Metro suitability 
provisions for several license categories to provide 
more flexibility regarding the approval process of 
privileged licenses for auctions, the various types 
of the psychic arts, locksmiths and safe mechanics, 
burglar alarm services, massage establishments, 
martial arts businesses and wedding chapels.

The adopted Title 6 (Business Taxes, Licenses and 
Regulations) amendments represent the city’s unending 
effort to provide the business community with the 
most efficient and business-friendly licensing process 
available in southern Nevada. The other amendments 
adopted this past fiscal year further improve the usability 
and applicability of the city’s development code and 
special area plans. Specifically, changes have been 
made to bring standards into compliance with federal 
and state regulations and standards, and to eliminate 
conflicting requirements. In the coming fiscal year, 
the text amendment process will continue to address 
revisions and updates to the UDC, Business Licensing 
code and the city’s various special area plans as the 
city works to continuously improve its processes and 
regulations to better serve the community.

http://http://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/Government/planning.htm
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Planning Department's List Of Annual Accomplishments

Fiscal Year 2013 was another productive year for the 
Planning Department, as it made in-roads to improve 
delivery of services to customers through technology 

initiatives, streamlined administrative reviews and new 
special area plans and a prepared revised Master Plan element 
to improve the quality of life in the community. Highlighted 
below are the department’s major accomplishments.

Long Range Planning Section

♦ The Historic West Las Vegas Walkable Community 
Plan was adopted by City Council on Feb. 20, 2013. 
Walkable Community Plans identify improvements 
to the neighborhood sidewalk and bicycle networks, 
making it safer and more convenient for residents to 
access services and amenities.

♦ An updated Housing Element of the Las Vegas 2020 
Master Plan was adopted by City Council on March 
20, 2013. The updated element includes inventories of 
existing housing conditions and affordable housing 
and demographic characteristics of the community.

♦ On June 19, 2013, the City Council adopted a resolution 
which commits the city to increasing access to healthy 
food. As part of that resolution, the City Council also 
adopted the Food Access Policy and Planning Guide. The 
guide is intended to act as a broad set of overarching 
policies which have direct linkages with, and provide 
direction to, future updates of the 2020 Master Plan, 
the city of Las Vegas Unified Development Code and 
other plans, codes and regulations.

Case And Public Planning Section

♦ CLVEPlan (electronic plan check) software was rolled 
out to the public in November 2012 for the submittal 
of pre-application conference requests. CLVEPlan 
software was scheduled to be available to the public for 
entitlement application submittals starting in January 
2013. Once in place, applicants will no longer need to 
come to the DSC to submit land use applications, and 
all documentation may be submitted electronically.

Business Licensing Division

♦ Wait times for customers have been reduced from 
30 minutes to less than 10 minutes due to changes to 
forms and procedures.

♦ Ninety eight percent of business licenses are processed 
within 30 days; the average processing time has 
decreased from 24 days to six days.

♦ Licensing has been simplified through reducing the 
number of license categories by 43 percent, allowing the 
city to consolidate more than 5,500 existing licenses. 
This consolidation effort will allow businesses to 
operate with fewer licenses and perform functions 
under more general business license categories.

♦ License applications are available online, and now 45 
percent of all applications are submitted electronically. 
As of October 2013, customers can apply online for 
a license in Clark County through the city’s online 
portal, moving one step closer to a “one-stop shop” 
for licensing in southern Nevada.

♦ Application form packages for privilege licenses have 
been reduced by 75 percent, dramatically reducing 
the amount of documentation that applicants must 
submit. Business Licensing will review the financial 
information which allows the Las Vegas Metro Police 
Department to concentrate on the criminal history 
section of the investigation.

♦ Checklists for various privilege licenses categories 
have been added to the website, each containing 
links to all required forms. Background investigation 
questionnaires and all other required forms have been 
added as smart forms that can be completed on the 
customer’s home or business computer.

♦ Payment by e-check has been added as an option to 
online license renewal.

http://http://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/Government/planning.htm
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Li Shey Johnson with Planning Director Flin Fagg The class attended a course given by Courtney Mooney

Citizens Academy Of Planning

CAP Graduating Class of 2013
Antone Anthony Rae Lathrop

Stephanie Mitchell-Anthony Cheryl Marks

Stacey Campbell John Maxey

Jim DiFiore Mary McElhone

Jennifer Ellis Patricia Muecke

Gary Hosea Leora Olivas

Jason Johnson Felipe Ortiz

Li Shey Johnson Jude Stanion

Jacqueline Jones Curtis Walker

Bill Knipper Howard Watts III

The Department of Planning conducted the third annual Citizens Academy of Planning this 
spring. The academy is a free educational program designed to give members of our community 
an overview of the planning process. On March 27, 2013 a total of 20 citizens graduated from 

the Citizens Academy of Planning, and were recognized by Mayor Carolyn G. Goodman and the City 
Council during the April 3 City Council meeting. The Department of Planning offers congratulations 
to these citizens who dedicated their time to learn more about the planning process.

http://http://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/Government/planning.htm
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TOTAL SUBDIVISION LOTS
PROCESSED

Year Tentative
Maps

Final
Maps

2000 3,636 3,162
2004 11,767 9,777
2008 2,873 3,677
2010 275 134
2011 303 30
2012 835 112

AREA OF THE CITY OF LAS VEGAS

Year Acres Square
Miles

2000 70,114.4 109.55
2004 74,951.9 117.11
2007 84,148.2 131.48
2008 84,855.9 132.59
2010 85,277.8 133.25
2011 85,275.3 133.24
2012 85,295.3 133.27

1
352

4

6
Council Wards *
Mayor Carolyn G. Goodman

* Effective as of Aug. 6, 2006

Ward 4 – Mayor Pro Tem Stavros S. Anthony

Ward 1 – Councilwoman Lois Tarkanian

Ward 6 – Councilman Steven D. Ross

Ward 5 – Councilman Ricki Y. Barlow

Ward 3 – Councilman Bob Coffin

Ward 2 – Councilman Bob Beers

Income Price

Median Income Median Price Of New Home Sold 

Median Income Versus 
Median Price Of New Home Sold 
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Continued on Page 7

FY 2012-2013

http://http://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/Government/planning.htm
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DWELLING UNITS BY TYPE

Year SingleFamily Multi-Plex Mobile Home Apartment Townhome Condo Total
2012 145,220 7,166 2,568 53,767 11,367 21,062 241,150
2011 145,257 7,323 2,799 53,220 9,856 22,825 241,280
2010 144,639 7,347 3,122 53,163 10,315 22,124 240,710
2008 142,735 7,382 3,158 51,103 10,027 21,346 235,751
2004 127,980 7,386 3,315 50,755 8,021 17,833 215,290
2000 110,497 7,598 3,420 48,927 5,791 16,447 192,680

POPULATION AND DWELLING UNITS BY COUNCIL WARD

2000 2004 2011 2012
Population Dwelling Units Population Dwelling Units Population Dwelling Units Population Dwelling Units

Ward 1 77,394 32,385 79,629 33,051 89,979 37,336 99,239 40,662 

Ward 2 84,328 34,802 94,270 40,061 92,922 41,390 98,643 43,679

Ward 3 78,849 30,303 81,842 26,958 96,068 35,096 96,362 36,656

Ward 4 82,122 32,320 92,432 40,378 93,332 42,592 99,824 42,670 

Ward 5 76,244 31,765 83,440 31,264 93,116 37,185 97,093 37,953

Ward 6 83,937 31,105 103,656 43,578 120,939 47,681 103,133 39,530

Total 482,874 192,680 535,269 215,290 586,356 241,280 594,294 241,150

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING RECAP

3rd Qtr
2012

4th Qtr
2012

1st Qtr
2013

2nd Qtr
2013

Total
FY 2012-2013

Phone Calls To Main Extension 1,171 1,031 1,268 1,334 4,804

Number Of Customers Served 3,615 3,485 3,817 4,078 14,995

Number Of Land Use Applications Processed 247 267 282 410 1,206

Number of Building Permits Processed 938 1,069 1,001 1,156 4,164

Agenda Items

     City Council Cases 131 83 76 73 363

     Planning Commission Cases 109 104 139 145 497

GIS Map Requests

Total Grants In Dollars $0 $0 $0 $30,000 $30,000

General Plan Amendments – Total

     GPAs – City Initiated 0 0 4 0 4

     GPAs – Customer Initiated 0 2 4 1 7

FY 2012-2013
Continued from Page 2
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The Development Services Center, 333 N. Rancho Drive, Las Vegas, Nevada

City Council (left to right): Carolyn G. Goodman, mayor; Stavros S. Anthony, mayor pro tem; Lois Tarkanian, 
councilwoman; Steven D. Ross, councilman; Ricki Y. Barlow, councilman; Bob Coffin, councilman; and Bob Beers, 
councilman.

Planning Commission (left to right): Richard P. Bonar, Byron A. Goynes, Chairman Gus W. Flangas, Vicki Quinn, 
Trinity Schlottman, Ric Truesdell and Vice Chairman Todd L. Moody.

PD-0012-08-13RS

L a s  Ve g a s  C i t y  C o u n c i l
C a r o l y n  G .  G o o d m a n ,
M a y o r
Stavros S .  Anthony,  Ward 4,
M a y o r  P r o  Te m
L o i s  Ta r k a n i a n ,  W a r d  1,
C o u n c i l w o m a n
S t e v e n  D.  R o s s ,  W a r d  6 ,
C o u n c i l w o m a n
R i c k i  Y.  B a r l o w,  W a r d  5 ,
C o u n c i l m a n
Bob Cof f in ,  Ward 3,
C o u n c i l m a n
B o b  B e e r s ,  W a r d  2 ,
C o u n c i l m a n

C i t y  M a n a g e m e n t
E l i z a b e t h  N .  Fr e t w e l l ,
C i t y  M a n a g e r
O r l a n d o  S a n c h e z ,
S c o t t  D .  A d a m s
D e p u t y  C i t y  M a n a g e r s
M a r k  R .  V i n c e n t ,
C h i e f  O f f i c e r
I n t e r n a l  S e r v i c e s
K a r e n  C o y n e ,
C h i e f  O f f i c e r
P u b l i c  S a f e t y

P l a n n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n
G u s  W.  F l a n g a s ,
C h a i r m a n
To d d  L .  M o o d y,
V i c e  C h a i r m a n
B y r o n  A .  G o y n e s ,
C o m m i s s i o n e r
R i c  Tr u e s d e l l ,
C o m m i s s i o n e r
V i c k i  Q u i n n ,
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Tr i n i t y  S c h l o t t m a n ,
C o m m i s s i o n e r
R i c h a r d  P.  B o n a r,
C o m m i s s i o n e r

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P l a n n i n g
F l i n n  Fa g g ,  A I C P,
D i r e c t o r

A n n u a l  R e p o r t  Te a m
D e n i s e  K a p l a n ,
E d i t o r
R i t a  S c h o o n m a k e r,
L a y o u t  a n d  D e s i g n
R i c h a r d  W a s s m u t h ,
S t a t i s t i c a l  D e m o g r a p h i c s
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